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Abstract

The Kanuri or Borno, are the indigenous people of Kanem Borno,
now known as the Lake Chad region. They constitute the basic
element of the population of the famous Kingdom of Kanem Borno.
Their scholars have been renowned since ancient times for their love
of the Arabic language and Islamic culture, and they made blessed
efforts to spread these values.

Kanuri scholars have contributed significantly to serving Arabic and
Islamic culture by teaching, writing, and translating Arabic and
Islamic books into their local language, the Kanuri language, or the
Bornu language. They enriched Islamic libraries with a collection of
valuable books, including translations of the meanings of the
Glorious Quran, books on language, jurisprudence, biography, and
others.

Their contributions also include the development of "Ajami" writing
non-Arabic languages in Arabic script, which became widespread
among them. Notable scholars from this region include Sheikh
Adam Jabr Helou Al-Barnawi Al-Chaddi, Sheikh Abu Ras, Sheikh
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Idris Al-Qadi, Sheikh Al-Amin Al-Kanimi Al-Kanuri, Sheikh
Muhammad Kallo Al-Kanuri, and Sheikh Abu Bakr Ghunaimi, and
a host of others.

Despite their efforts, these scholars have not received adequate
attention from researchers and those interested in Islamic culture and
Arab issues. For this reason, we tend to choose one of the
contemporary Kanuri scholars, Sheikh Abu Bakr Ghunaimi, to shed
light on some of his scholarly achievements and blessed efforts to
spread Islamic culture.

This paper focuses on Sheikh Abu Bakr Ghunaimi's contributions to
Islamic culture and the Arabic language, particularly his work on
Arabic grammar and morphology. We prepared for this study by
examining some of his efforts, introducing him, his literary works of
poetry and prose, his linguistic works of grammar, morphology, and
rhetoric, and his other books written in the Kanuri language on
doctrine, jurisprudence, biography, inheritance, readings, and
astronomy.

The focus of our research is the 'Approximation of Grammar'
(Taqrib al-Nahw) system, a pedagogical framework devised by
Sheikh Abu Bakr Ghuneimi. This system draws upon the seminal
work (Al-‘Awamil fi al-Nawh) of Sheikh Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani (d.
471 AH), whose comprehensive treatise on Arabic grammar factors
remains an indispensable resource for scholars. Ghuneimi's
adaptation synthesizes and streamlines al-Jurjani's principles,
rendering the subject more accessible to students.

The book is divided into an introduction and three sections. In the
introduction, Sheikh Abu Bakr Ghunaimi addresses the Basmalah,
praise to Allah Almighty, and prayers upon the Prophet Muhammad,
may Allah bless him, with some ingenuity at the beginning, using
words that indicate the grammatical issues he deals with in his
system.
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We ask God Almighty for success and guidance to bring the works
of this venerable scholar out of the darkness of oblivion into the
light of the arenas of knowledge and scientific research. We hope to
give this world the attention it deserves, highlight its manuscripts in
the arena of scientific research, and chart a new path for researchers,
including master's and doctoral students, in the field of Islamic
language and culture.

Key words:

Al-Kanuriyyun, Ghuneimi, Nazm al-Manthur, Taqgrib al-Nahw,
Al-‘Awamil al-Nahwiyyah
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